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Luther Park’s Lodge has been well used and 
well loved over its 58 years of existence! It’s now 
time for some updates to restore the Lodge 
to its former glory and to be more welcoming 
to those who come to camp.  The biggest 
challenge with the current Lodge is the lack of 
an ADA-compliant bathroom. Currently, when 
guests have to use the bathroom, they need 
to walk down a flight of steps, which is not inviting 
for our guests who need an accessible and private 
bathroom. 

So, we are doing something about this! We plan 
to renovate a section of the kitchen office, kitchen 
bathroom/storage and laundry room to become 
a public, main-level, ADA-compliant bathroom. 
In addition, we will be replacing the flooring 

throughout the dining hall, and exploring how we 
can make the kitchen a more functional space for 
our kitchen staff and groups.

If you are interested in making this renovation 
project happen, please donate on our website and 
designate it towards “Lodge Renovations.”  
Contact Executive Director, Leah Pletscher,  
camp@lutherpark.com or 715-656-7244 for  
more information.

Spending your summer on Luther Park’s summer 
ministry team is one of the best things that you 
can do with your summer! It’s way more than just a 
job, it’s an experience that will change your life. The 
summer staff are a vital part to making summer 
a meaningful and fun experience for everyone 
that comes to camp. The experience of working 
at camp sets you apart from your peers when 
applying for a job because you are able to draw 
from a wide variety of experiences to show the 
wide array of skills you can bring to the new job. 
Camp is all about life and faith development as well 
as personal and professional skill building. 

Flip to page 3 to read the benefits of working on camp staff!

Luther Park has some last minute 
openings that your group or 
church can take advantage of! 
Does your church need help 
with VBS? Is your church or 
group looking for a host to run a 
special overnight program? Like 
a mission trip experience? Or a 
confirmation camp? Or something 
else?

Summer Staff are available for a 
VBS program June 18 - 23, 2023, 
July 9 - 14, 2023 or July 30 - August 
4, 2023.

Summer Staff and our site are 
available for on-site programming 
July 30 - August 4, 2023. 

We can collaborate, get creative 
and work something out! Contact 
Leah Pletscher, camp@lutherpark.
com or 651-472-4868 to dream, 
talk through and develop 
something! 
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ECHOES

We invite all donors, new and past campers or staff, parents, friends and 
supporters of Luther Park for a fun day at camp! Join us for worship, help 
us celebrate our volunteers, and stay for a delicious, free-will lunch and 

afternoon camp activities. 

We will also be honoring one of our founding churches, Zion Evangelical, 
for their many years of support and partnership. Zion Evangelical made 
the tough decision to close their doors in 2022. Their faithful members 
prayerfully considered and voted to donate a large portion of the sale 
of their building to Luther Park. 
Camping ministry has made a 
huge impact on their congregation 
members and they wanted to make 
sure that the ministry of Luther 
Park continues to impact others. 
Thank you Zion Evangelical for your 
faithful years of partnership!

A special thank you to House of Prayer in Richfield for hosting Luther Park’s 2022 Annual Meeting on Sunday, March 19, 2022. The agenda included reviewing 
2022 financials and the approval of the 2023 Budget. We also elected board members and shared updates on the ministry of Luther Park. You can find more 
information and our full Annual Report under the quick links on the main page of our website www.lutherparkdanbury.com. 

Elected to another 2 year term

Jim Warren
Nativity Lutheran, St. Anthony

Caity Wright
House of Prayer, Richfield

Board Members in the 2nd year  
of their 2 year term

Eric Boyd
St. Barnabas, Plymouth

David Shirley
Messiah, Mpls

Tom Nelson
Elim, Robbinsdale

Scott Housman
Mount Calvary, Excelsior

Anna Treague
Lakeside, Webb Lake, WI

Amy Klimpke
Family of Christ, Lakeville

Lacy Tooker-Kirkevold  
Diamond Lake, Mpls

Thanks to Outgoing Board Members 
for their Dedicated Service!

Deana Miller
Zion Evangelical, Mpls

SUMMER MINISTRY OFFERINGS
Summer Camp is back to a full 
schedule of a variety of offerings 
- half & full week cabin camp, 
Treehouse Camp, Canoe Camp, 
High School Leadership Training, 
and new in 2022: Horse Camp! Last 
summer we had the most families 
join our Camp Getaway for Families 
program and it made our weekends 

full of songs, community building, games, faith formation, and water activities! 
The summer camp experience continues to largely impact our youth campers, 
families, and our summer staff. Check out the 2023 offerings on our website: 
www.lutherparkdanbury.com 

RETREAT MINISTRY
Retreat Groups are shifting at 
Luther Park, from being mostly 
confirmation groups to a lot of 
family gatherings! The Retreat 
Center is the perfect location 
for extended families to get 
together, have their own space 
but also a large, shared space. We 
welcome all types of groups to 
site - confirmation, youth, men’s 
and women’s, families, friends, 
committees, councils, etc. Contact 
us to see the options you have for 
booking a retreat!

STAFF CHANGES
Leah (McDougall) Pletscher completed her first year as Executive Director. Joel 
Legred continues to serve as the Emeritus Director part-time. Madison Main, 
our Retreat Coordinator, has also added administrative assistant to her job 
description. It’s been a great year of transitions. A new Program Director will be 
announced in the beginning of 2023 - stay tuned!

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!
Luther Park Volunteers continue 
to show up, ready to share their 
gifts to better Luther Park’s 
site and ministries! Thank you 
to volunteers who demoed 
space for a new walk-in cooler, 
organized storage spaces, put 
new appliances in the Log House, 
chopped wood, fixed boat 
motors, sorted arts and crafts 
supplies, and so much more. 
Many guests notice the hard 
work of our volunteers!

THANK YOU, DONORS!
Luther Park Donors continue to sustain 
the site and ministries of Luther Park. 
Your donations give faith opportunities 
for hundreds of young people, families 
and adults! Thank you for participating 
in the Morpheus Benefit Concert or the 
Fall Plant sale. Thank you for including 
Luther Park in your estate plans. 
Thank you for the yearly or monthly 
donations. Thank you for donating 
supplies and time. We could not do 
ministry without donors like you, who 
give what they can to make sure others 
have amazing, life changing faith 
experiences. 

To learn more about how you or someone you know can participate in summer camp, 
work on our summer staff, book a retreat, give a gift, or volunteer, please visit our 
website: www.lutherparkdanbury.com. Or contact Leah Pletscher at  
camp@lutherpark.com or call 651-472-4868.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
10:00am Arrive at your leisure and enjoy coffee/rolls & social hour

11:00am Worship with LP staff 

12:00pm Recognize volunteers & Zion Evangelical

12:30pm Free Will offering Buffet Lunch

2:00pm Enjoy camp activities (swimming, boating, ice cream social, camp 
tours, camp games, camp crafts and more)

Overnight accommodations may be available, please contact Leah 
Pletscher, Executive Director, by emailing camp@lutherpark.com or calling/
texting 651-472-4868. 



Thrivent Choice

If you have a Thrivent Financial policy, you 
may be able to help Luther Park through 
their Thrivent Choice program. Through this, 
you can help direct the company’s charitable 
dollars to Luther Park. Call 1-800-847-4836 
or visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice to 
direct your Thrivent Choice dollars to Luther 
Park.

Employee Matching  
Program

Thrivent also has an Employer 
Matching Program that matches 
contributions their employees make 
to non-profit organizations. Luther 
Park has benefited through this also.

Action Plans

Thrivent Action Plans are another way 
policy holders can help Luther Park. You 
can set up an Action Team project that 
benefits Luther Park and visit the Thrivent 
website to apply. When approved, you will 
receive a $250 gift card to be used toward 
the project or gift it to Luther Park to utilize 
it for the project.

 

•	 You get paid!

•	 You will develop leadership, communication, group 
management and problem solving skills that are not only 
good for your personal life but also for your future jobs!

•	 You get to be yourself in a safe, welcoming environment!

•	 You are unplugged and fully present in God’s creation and 
with God’s people!

•	 You make a difference in the lives of others by being a role 
model and accompanying campers in their faith journey 
and navigating growing up in today’s world!

•	 You make life-long friends who care deeply about you!

•	 You are able to try new things and learn things about 
yourself- you may be surprised at how you grow by the end 
of your summer! 

•	 You will be proud of all you accomplished, learned and 
grew over the course of the summer!

Kalle
My summer spent at Luther 
Park was by far one of the 
best summers I’ve had! I had 
such an amazing experience 
working with kids, being 
outside all summer, and also 
working/building friendships 
with my fellow staff 
members. I feel like I grew 
so much in my faith, and I 
also grew a lot as a leader. 
During staff training especially I felt that I grew in my faith through the discussions 
and collaboration we had with the staff. I also found the intentional and private 
devotional time central in building up my personal relationship with God. Working 
with kids during the weeks of camp was also very constructive for my faith as I got 
to help apply it to the lives of the children, and experience their joy and love for God. 
In all, working at Luther Park was a fantastic, enriching experience that I will always 
hold dear to my heart.

Britta
Creating memories and 
seeing God work through 
the lives of campers and 
counselors throughout 
the summer makes Luther 
Park a really special place 
to work! My experience at 
camp allowed me to take on 
new leadership roles, create 
meaningful relationships, 
and be pushed out of my comfort zone to grow as a person. I felt I made a difference 
in the lives of campers by building relationships with them and helping them grow 
in their relationship with Christ. I saw God move through campers especially in 
how fast they could create friendships and be there for each other throughout the 
week at camp and even after the week was complete. I was able to see God in so 
many different ways and create a new sense of appreciation for all God has created 
because of the intentional time we spent in God’s creation. As I reflect on my role as 
a counselor and my ability to help grow the faith of each camper I cannot help but 
notice how much my faith has grown. It makes me excited and ready to see how 
God will use me to make more of a difference this summer! 

CHARGE YOUR CAR AT LUTHER PARK
Camp got an exciting upgrade!! We now 
have an electric car charger for guests to use 
when they come to camp. Thanks to three 
generous donors who made this project 
happen and to Maurer Power for installing it!

YEAR-ROUND LP STAFF MEMBERS

Joanne Anderson, Food Service & 
Housekeeping

Dwayne Fischer, Food Service & 
Housekeeping

Loren (Seel) Harrison, Publications Designer

Bill, Maintenance

Joel Legred, Emeritus Director

Madison Main, Retreat Coordinator

Leah (McDougall) Pletscher, Executive 
Director

Charla Zaccardi, Food Service & 
Housekeeping

is published by the Luther Park Corporation, a non-profit organization affiliated 
with congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), and 
other Lutheran congregations, to share the news and ministry of Luther Park 

Camping and Retreat Center with campers and friends of Luther Park. The 
camp is located at 30376 Lakes Drive, Danbury, WI 54830.

Editor/Writer: Leah (McDougall) Pletscher (camp@lutherpark.com)
Designer: Loren (Seel) Harrison (hello@lorenseel.com)

Pictures, information and opinions are welcomed and encouraged! 
Call or send to: Luther Park, 30376 Lakes Dr., Danbury, WI 54830  •  

Phone: 715-656-7244



Mission Statement
Luther Park is a cooperative ministry of ELCA and other 
Lutheran congregations serving people of all ages through 
a variety of programs in an outdoor setting. Our Mission is 
to provide an environment in which the Christian faith may 
be strengthened and people may grow in their personal 

relationship to God. 

 
(1-1-22 TO 12-31-22)

IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY

Hannah Roger Wold

Brenda & Joel Legred

Carol & James Kane

Bob & Kathy McLain

Gerald & Marlys Nauman

Joel Legred

Nancy & Terry Couillard

Bob & Diane Michaelson

Deana Miller

Daniel Lafontaine (for Joel's 
service to Luther Park)

Gary Horejsi 
(for Joel's ministry)

Barbara McCauley 
(for Joel's ministry)

Rich & Terri Albrecht 
(for Joel's retirement)

Lynne Batzli
(for Joel's retirement)

Joel Legred’s Retirement 
& Leah McDougall 
becoming Executive

Candace Cobb

Karen Durant

Leah McDougall Daniel & Susan McDougall

Members of one of the 
Founding Congregations- 
Bethel Lutheran

David & Leslie Gilyard

Our Family Gerald & Teri Anderson

Our Grandchildren

Jennifer & Philip Dennis

Janet & Tom Nelson

Gary & Pat Staffanson

Robert Housman Lonna Housman-Moline

Tony Colville Gay Guyton

Xiong Family Helen & Mike Russell

ECHOES

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY

Aaron Sather
Brenda & Joel Legred

Michelle & Steven Sather

Arlen & Mona Legred
Evie & Stan Tolzman
Joel & Brenda Legred

Bernie & Chris Morton Cal & Lori Wright

Bert & Toots Anderson Nancy & Terry Couillard

Betsy Nordby Brenda & Joel Legred

Betty & Bob Slater Joan Slater

Bill Robbins Brenda & Joel Legred

Calvin Buck Arthur Caple

Carl R. and Marilyn 
Johnson Randolph Johnson

Chris Morton Cal & Lori Wright

Cole Allred Chuck & Vicki Elliott

Cole Gustafson Darleyne Gustafson

Dale Settergren Kristin & Steven McGinness

Donald Klingman Dawn Klingman

Ethel Allardyce Camillo De Santis

Faye & Wally Olson Cheryl & Robert Jechorek

Hildy Palo

Karen & Richard Arntson

Marvin Johnson

David & Shirley Mork

Holly & Reed Palo

Irma Truenow Susan Mattson

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
Jan Froberg Brenda & Joel Legred

Jan Jerdee Lowell Jerdee

Jody Anderson Rev. Evelyn Dahlke

Kathryn Fandrey Deana Miller

Kurt Legred Brenda & Joel Legred

Lucille Olson

David & Leslie Gilyard

Brend & Joel Legred

Alan & Cindy Olson

MaryBeth Hughes Betty & Chuck Hughes

Michelle Sisson Gary Sisson

Pat Kane Deana Miller

Richard Gustafson Darleyne Gustafson

Roger Peterson Mavis Peterson

Scott Gilyard Andy & Dana Cossette

Tim Swanson Joel Swanson

Tuck Thomas Sherrie Thomas

Verna Lutes & John 
Sutherland Kathy & Ron Lutes

 
(1-1-22 TO 12-31-22)



ECHOES

Share your gifts with Luther Park and help make camp a better place for 
everyone! Volunteers generally gather around 9am. There will be coffee and 
donuts/pastries to greet you in the Lodge. Lunch is provided and volunteers 
work until sometime in the afternoon (3pm/4pm).  

Please RSVP to camp@lutherpark.com if you plan on attending so we can 
make an accurate projects list and lunch count. As always, you are welcome 
to stay the night…just let us know!

•	 Digging out & replanting the garden around the Lodge and Log House

•	 Cleaning up & fixing Treehouse/Outpost area

•	 Washing the costumes/dress-up clothes 

•	 Hanging curtain rods & curtains in the basement of the Lodge 

•	 Labeling/Organizing Retreat Center Laundry storage room 

•	 Building a barrier for the Retreat Center mop sink 

•	 Sanding/Smoothing the bed frames in the retreat center 

•	 Installing cupboards 
and mounting 
the counter in the 
Retreat Center 
Storage room 

•	 Yard work and 
Lumberjack work 

•	 Deep cleaning 
cabins 

•	 Getting arts & crafts 
organized and set 
up for the summer  

Our Retreat Coordinator, Madison Main, is ready to start planning your Luther 
Park retreat with you for this coming fall and winter. We welcome family groups, 
small groups, youth and confirmation groups, church councils and so many other 
types of groups to come and enjoy the accommodations! You can choose to make 
meals on your own or have our cooks prepare delicious food for you. Madison 
and other staff can help with programming and activities or you can run things 
yourself. Just let us know how we can best accommodate you! If you are inter-
ested, contact camp soon, dates are filling up. 

Contact Madison Main by emailing retreats@lutherpark.com or visit our website 
for more information about booking a retreat www.lutherparkdanbury.com.

Cabin Camp where campers stay in 
the cabins and have a full schedule of 
camp activities like crafts, lake time, 
worship, games and so much more!

Treehouse Camp where campers 
stay in the treehouses with no 
electricity, cook all their meals over 
the fire and engage in lots of outdoor 
recreation and education. Campers 
still get to enjoy all their favorite camp 
activities, too, like swimming, canteen 
and arts & crafts!

Canoe Camp where campers 
spend the week on the Namekagon 
river canoeing, staying in tents or 
hammocks, making their meals over 
the fire and fully immersed in God’s 
northwoods!

Horse Camp where campers stay 
at camp and travel daily to Frontier 
Stables to learn all about horses, 
riding them and taking care of them. 
Campers still get to enjoy all their 
favorite camp activities, too, like 
swimming, canteen, campfire, and 
arts & crafts! 

Grand Camp where grandparents 
and grandchildren get to experience 
camp together! This half week is all 
planned for you, so you just get to 
come and enjoy making memories 
together.

High School Leadership Training 
where high school students come to 
camp early and work on personal and 
leadership development. Campers will 
go through a weekend training and an 
interview process before being able to 
volunteer as a jr. counselor in a cabin 
for a week of camp.

Camp Getaway for Families where 
families come to camp for a weekend 
of what you make it! Your family can 
choose to relax, spend time together, 
use the waterfront equipment or 
swim, do arts & crafts, play games, 
meet and hangout with other families, 
and so much more! All your meals are 
prepared for you- which is a favorite 
of many of the parents!  Extended 
families are also welcome to join for 
these weekends. 



Luther Park is looking for Thrivent 
members who want to help 
accomplish project goals. Would 
you like to be one of these Thrivent 
members? Connect with Leah 
Pletscher, 651-472-4868 or camp@
lutherpark.com, and she will help 
you through the process. 

Future Project Goals:

•	 Woodshed for the Campground

•	 New Fire Rings for the 
Campground

•	 New Sheds for the Outpost 
Pavilion

•	 Watercraft Storage Unit for the 
Waterfront

•	 New Benches for the Point/
Campfire Area

•	 Fixing up initiatives at the 
Challenge Course

•	 Arts & Crafts supplies, storage 
units and shelves

•	 First Aid Supplies for Summer 
Programming

•	 Yard Games for Luther Park 
Community use

Have an idea of your own? That’s 
great! Let us know. 

Would you like to leave a legacy for 
future generations that reflects your 
faith and values? 

The Luther Park 
Legacy Society has 
been created to 
help friends of 
Luther Park 
leave a 
legacy. 
Legacy gifts to Luther Park will be a seed 
planted in good soil, because it will help 
people of all ages deepen their faith 
in Jesus. You can provide a legacy gift 
through a life insurance policy or a will 
bequest. If you have already complet-
ed your will, a codicil can be added at a 
nominal charge. 

For additional information, please  
contact Leah Pletscher at 651.472.4868 
or email camp@lutherpark.com.

Because of our generous donors, 
Luther Park has provided meaningful 
experiences for campers, young adult 
summer staff members, families 
and retreat groups for over 65 years. 
Thank you for helping shape and 
change the lives of so many people!

As we gear up for summer 2023, know 
that your gifts are what make our 
ministry opportunities possible. Not 
only do your donations help families 
who experience financial hardships 
send their campers to Luther Park, we 

are also able to provide new ministry 
opportunities by maintaining and 
upgrading our site to be a place for all 
people to come to. Your contributions 
to Luther Park help us keep the 
promise that no camper or family will 
be turned away because of financial 
difficulties. Thank you for your 
generous donations that ensure the 
ministry of Luther Park will continue 
sharing God’s love and grace to all 
ages this summer! 

Ways you can donate funds:
•	 Visit our Website and click the 

“donate” tab for direct links.
•	 Mail in a Check (Luther Park - 30376 

Lakes Dr. - Danbury, WI - 54830)
•	 Give us a call and donate over the 

phone (Leah, 651-472-4868)
•	 Employer match giving or other 

employer contributions for non-
profits (Check with your employer 
and ask if they have match giving 
or provide financial contributions 
to your favorite non-profit, Luther 
Park!)

Luther Park is a beautifully maintained 
site because of our dedicated 
volunteers! When a team comes 
together with a common goal, a lot 
gets done and a lot of fun is had. 

See page 6 for specifics on what’s 
coming up this spring!

Visit http://www.lutherpark.com/
volunteer.html for the most updated 
information on volunteer projects 
around camp.

If you are interested in being a part 
of this team of monthly volunteers, 
contact Leah Pletscher, Executive 
Director, 651-472-4868 or camp@
lutherpark.com. 

Urgent Needs
•	Gas Cards (Prefer Speedway or 

Holiday)
•	Waterproof Pillow Protectors
•	Waterproof Mattress Protectors
•	Copy Paper (White)

Maintenance
•	Screen for windows (regular and 

“dog” screen)
•	Extension Cord Wraps
•	Rope/Paracord

Arts & Crafts
•	Parchment paper 
•	Crayola washable markers
•	Canvases for painting
•	Glue sticks for glue guns
•	Paintbrushes (not the foam ones)
•	Watercolors
•	Individual/personal craft kits

Program
•	Projector with HDMI input
•	Spark Story Bibles 
•	Boxes of firestarters for campfires
•	Lighters for starting campfires

•	​Solar Powered Lanterns 
•	Portable air Compressor/battery 

pack with ball pump needle
•	White shirts/bandanas/other items 

to tie dye

Housekeeping
•	Plastic or Cloth (Cabin/Outdoors 

style) Shower Curtains
•	Waterproof mattress covers - twin 

and queen (see Amazon Smile 
Charity List)

•	Pillow Protectors (see Amazon Smile 
Charity List)

•	Box Fans
•	Wool Dryer Balls

Special Needs for the Retreat 
Center
•	Bath Towel Sets (brown, see Amazon 

Smile Charity List)
•	Hand Towels (brown, see Amazon 

Smile Charity List)

Special Needs for the Log House
•	30-40 matching drinking glasses
•	Cordless Stick Vacuum (preferably 

Shark, see Amazon Smile Charity 
List)

Kitchen
•	Electric Tea Kettle
•	Lighters for grills

Sports Equipment
•	Soft Dodgeballs 
•	Soccer Nets (2 - 12x6) 
•	Disk Golf Goal Basket 

Office
•	Expo Spray
•	Whiteboard Markers
•	Laminating sheets for GBC 

Laminating machine
•	Copy paper (white and colored) 
•	Card Stock (white and colored)
•	Accordion binders
•	Batteries (D, AA, AAA, 9V, CR2032)

Waterfront
•	Kayak Paddles
•	Paddle Board Paddles 
•	New or Gently Used Canoes
•	New or Gently Used Kayaks



Ride with a group of other bikers from Messiah Lutheran Church to Luther Park over the course of 2 days, June 3-4. The first day bikers can expect 
to ride about 75 miles and the second day they will ride about 40 miles. Bikers and Sag Van Drivers stay in a hotel in Luck, WI. Upon arrival to 
camp, the fabulous Luther Park kitchen staff will have prepared a wonderful buffet lunch. Riders are responsible for their own ride back to the 

cities but may coordinate to ride home in one of the Sag Vans. Registration for this adventure closes on May 1. Reserve your spot soon as space 
is limited. Participants must be 16+ to participate in this adventure.

Ride with a group or individually in your local community during the weeks of May 20 to June 4. Bikers can ride anywhere they want for as far as 
they want. Is biking not your thing? Participants can run, walk, hike, rollerblade, swim, etc. Any activity in which you can track miles works for the 
Bike-a-thon! Luther Park encourages churches or people to gather a team of riders together to either gain miles as a team or be there for each 

other for moral support. Participants of all ages can participate in this adventure. Minors can participate with a responsible guardian or parent.

AD

VENTURE

#1

AD

VENTURE

#2

You can plan your own time and Bike-a-Thon event! Contact Leah Pletscher, Executive Director, 
and she will help you plan your own dates to either bike to Luther Park or create your own path. 
Phone: 651-472-4868 or email: camp@lutherpark.com.

AD

VENTURE

?

camping & retreat center

danbury, wisconsin

ECHOES

Want to donate? 
If you would like to provide financial 
support for the Bike-a-Thon, visit our 
website and click donate or send a 
check to Luther Park. Please indicate 
“Bike-a-Thon”, a specific biker, or 
church team with your donation. 
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